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 Machiavelli's view of human nature is different from other political theorists. With reference to Machiavelli, human beings maintain self-interests; humans remain happy and content only if they are not oppressed in any form, selfish, deceitful, and are profit-driven in most of their operations. Machiavelli argue that, “If the people have property outside the city, and see it burnt, they won’t remain patient; the long siege and self-interest will make them forget their prince.”[footnoteRef:1] The above quote indicate that human beings are always ready to defend their self-interests at all cost. Majority of individuals are ready to support things that only coincides with their goals, vision, and interests. Nonetheless, humans admire honor, courage, generosity, and piety in other people but are less likely to institute these characters in their life. It is apparent that a prince should display all positive and attractive traits to show his greatness in his dealings with his subjects.[footnoteRef:2] Machiavelli also claims that humans can prove to be difficult to handle. Machiavelli asserts that “You can’t satisfy them in the way they expected, and you can’t take strong measures against them because you still need them.”[footnoteRef:3] Interestingly, some humans are ambitious and desire to secure as much power as possible, but there are a set of humans who are content with their mediocre life and are not willing to be achievers in the future. Besides, humans often naturally feel obligated once they have been offered a service or a favor done to them. [1: Niccolò Machiavelli. "The Prince". Earlymoderntexts.Com. 2017 https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf. ]  [2:  Ibid, 39. ]  [3: Ibid, 3. ] 

Machiavelli's view of human nature helps to explain his narrative on how a prince rules in numerous ways. The price is recognized to be willing to rule his subjects with lots of self-interest and expresses some form of cruelty towards his subjects. The prince, in numerous instances, is seen to safeguard the state, which is viewed in many instances as a king of ultimate good in its form. One of the ways a person becomes a prince is through his conduct. "Someone raises himself to be a prince through some really wicked conduct.”[footnoteRef:4] The above quote proves that people can force their way into power by embracing uncouth strategies. Therefore, Machiavelli describes what the prince does to ensure they act virtuously and to safeguard their interests at all cost, given that they acquired the current power based on dubious means. Prince, according to Machiavelli’s, are required to ensure they are not generous as they might cause significant damage to the kingdom resources they are currently running. In this scenario, the prince is not seen as a leader who is willing to ensure they help the community prosper, but the main interest is to control the community and ensure the prince is continually all-powerful and in charge of the affairs of the state at all times. For instance, “When the duke occupied Romagna, he found it under the rule of weak masters, who preferred robbing their subjects to governing them, and gave them more cause for dissension than for unity, with the result that the territory was full of robbery feuds, and every kind of lawlessness.”[footnoteRef:5]  Moreover, Machiavelli has a different definition attributed to generosity where unlike other theorists who define generosity to emerge from oneself, for Machiavelli’s generosity is only attained based on other people's praises. Thus, prince ruling does not need to seek praises from the people as he is in charge at all times to ensure his needs are first met before the general population's needs are addressed. [4: Ibid, 17. ]  [5: Ibid, 15. ] 

The recent ruler that would equate to Machiavelli's narrative of a prince is former president Donald Trump. At the early onset of his campaign, the form president was likable and relatable as he promised the Americans to disregard any political party interest and run the country as a business empire. Most Americans believed his manifesto to work for the American people, who turn in large numbers to vote for him. But as soon as he was voted in, the narrative changed where he decided to hire many members of his family to government and accorded them obscure positions, plus his rich friends enjoyed getting huge tax benefits. “When the people find that they can’t resist the nobles, they select one of their number, praise him to the skies, and make him a prince.”[footnoteRef:6] This quote coincides with former President Trump whom Americans elected as their president with the hope of changing their lives. Americans believed him as the best prince to manage their affairs. In this scenario, former president Trump was not seeking to get into power to ensure he provided the population with the much-needed leadership to run the country but was interested in having as much influence and power. Thankfully, Americans only had to endure four years of his ruling and were voted out. “The worst that a prince can expect if the people turn hostile is that they will abandon him; but if the nobles turn hostile he has to fear not only that they will abandon him but also that they will attack him.”[footnoteRef:7] The above quote describes how most Americans turned against Donald Trump in the last Presidential election. Many people did not vote for him due to his approach to ruling. Thus, Machiavelli's narration of a prince might not be practical in modern society unless the introduced leaders are dictators.  [6: Ibid, 20. ]  [7: Ibid, 20-21. ] 



[bookmark: _GoBack]


Bibliography
Machiavelli, Niccolò. "The Prince". Earlymoderntexts.Com. 2017 https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/machiavelli1532.pdf. 
 

